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Session Overview

• What is a manifesto?

• Officer Election Manifesto Guidelines

• Manifesto Writing Top Tips

• What do students care about?
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What is a manifesto?
• A manifesto is a statement of beliefs, aims 

or policies

• Manifestos can be used for many different 
purposes, such as: political party 
manifestos, brand declarations, or 
personal statements
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Election Manifestos
• In local + national elections, candidates will 

create + run on manifestos.

• These usually involve promises or commitments 
for things they want to do if elected.

• In these, they will try to secure voters by 
appealing to what they care about + value.
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Writing a Manifesto
• Writing a successful manifesto is all about selling yourself

• You want to put your best foot forward + show everyone 
why you’re best for a job or why your voice is important

• It’s a statement for success and a declaration of what you 
intend to do! 
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Your Candidate Manifesto
• As a candidate in the Student Officer Elections, you will 

need to submit a 300-word written manifesto.

• This is a strict word limit. Any words over that limit will be 

cut off.

• Your manifesto appears on the ballot paper for students to 

read when casting their vote.

• You have a chance to make edits to your manifesto until 

10am on Tuesday 4th March
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Mini Manifesto
• In addition to your main manifesto, we also need a mini manifesto from you!

• You should include a short summary of your key messages, which will be used in our 

Candidate Booklet

• Your full manifesto will still be available to voters on our website

• The limit for this is 50 words

• The deadline to submit this is: 10am on Tuesday 4th March

• Submission is optional
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• Be clear + straightforward

• Use language which is understandable to all voters + is clear on what your goals 
are

• Use engaging language

• Know your audience - this isn’t a standard job application, so don’t just list your 
previous experience

• Try and use engaging language to help capture voters’ attention + make them 
remember you

Manifesto Top Tips
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• Keep on topic

• It’s great to demonstrate your experience, but you’ve only got 300 words to get 
your message across so make sure to keep on topic.

• Don’t waffle!

• Don’t be afraid to stand out

• Don’t be afraid to go against the grain with what you care about, instead of just 
promising the same thing as everyone else – it might strongly resonate with 
students!

• Let your personality shine through!

Manifesto Top Tips
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• Be true to yourself

• Write about what you actually care about, not just what you think people want 
to hear

• Make sure it’s something you’re actually passionate about changing

• Be specific + realistic with your promises

• If elected, you’re committed to working on your manifesto points – make sure 
they’re actually achievable

• Don’t overpromise – focus on 3 or 4 key issues

Manifesto Top Tips
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Have a Think About…
• What voters do you want to appeal to?

• There are issues that are universal to all students but there will also be things 
that are specific to different groups, based on identity, course, type of study etc.

• Try + decide what groups you want to target

• What makes you stand out?

• Think about your unique voice + perspective and how you could use this to 
appeal to voters

• What skills or qualities do you have that others might not?
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AI & Manifestos
• Some people may find Generative AI to be a useful tool when shaping 

the structure of a manifesto

• If you’re using AI to help you, make sure you’re not relying on this to 
write your entire manifesto

• Remember manifestos that are personal + unique are the most 
popular with voters – you won’t get this with AI!

• Focus back on our Top Tips: be true to yourself, stand out + be specific
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Manifesto Writing Prompts
• What are your values?

• What are the things that you’re passionate 
about?

• Think about what you as a student would 
have wanted someone to put in place for you.

• What problems do students face + how could 
we solve them?
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Election Manifesto 
Examples
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The Good

+ Good balance of 
text

+ 4 clear 
commitments with 
some info on how 
to achieve that

+ Info on their 
experience

- Could have more 
personal info – 
qualities, skills, 
values etc. 

+ Not just generic 
commitments – 
feels like issues 
they’re actually 
passionate about

+ 4 clear 
commitments

+ Info on their 
experience

+ Feel personality 
shining through 
more
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The Less Good

+ Only has a 
manageable 
number of 
commitments

- Doesn’t tell you 
anything about 
them as a 
candidate

- Very light on text
- Some spelling 

errors 

+ Only has a 
manageable 
number of 
commitments

+ Has background 
on them as a 
person

- Very text heavy – 
don’t need to 
explain in too 
much detail
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Activity: What issues do students care 
about the most?



Liverpool Guild of Students Charity Number: 1137398
160 Mount Pleasant, L3 5TR Company Number: 07324992
+44 (0) 151 794 6868 
www.liverpoolguild.org

What do students care about?
• Use your networks to research what is important to students

• Talk to students! This could be your friends, course-mates, sports teams or society 
members

• Browse Change It to find out what students want

• Look into national issues + campaigns, such as through other SUs or NUS 

• They’ve recently released their Manifesto for our Future which has been shaped 
by students across the country + what matters to them

https://www.liverpoolguild.org/making-change/your-ideas/student-ideas/?idea=12
https://www.nus.org.uk/
https://www.nus.org.uk/manifesto-for-our-future-hub
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Your Manifesto: A Summary
• It’s a declaration of your intentions if elected

• List 3 or 4 commitments – things you want to change

• Strict 300-word limit

• Your mini manifesto: 50-word limit

• There’s still time to make changes and get your message right! 

• The deadline for manifesto edits is:

   10am on Tuesday 4th March
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